CLOCC School Systems Working Group Meeting
September 12, 2006
Meeting notes

Attendees
Joan Leafman, Co-Chair

Celia Lozano, Interim Co-Chair

Maureen Benjamins

Sandra Brown
Jaime Dircksen

Rachel Duncan

Lara Jones, CLOCC staff
Kristen Kainer
NEIU Project Update
Joan brought a listing of the sources for materials that the summer students had gathered.  However, she needs funding for a grad student to gather it together, format it, and add supporting information.  The group decided to utilize up to $1500 of work group funds towards this project.  
Jewish Schools Project by Sinai Urban Health Institute
Maureen told the group how the Sinai Community Survey was completed in the heavily Jewish communities in the West Ridge area.  They found very high rates of overweight and child overweight.  Based on that information, they have a grant to work with 2 Jewish schools to develop health and physical activity programming.  She described some of the issues that Jewish schools have that require specialized programming, such as:
· Cultural restrictions on images used in printed materials

· Gender restrictions on who can teach which students, by age

· The lack of food service, PE, and health education curricula

· High levels of eating disorders in girls

The goal is to develop a program that can be replicated by other schools in the Chicago area and around the country.  Efforts will include developing school wellness policies and performing the School Health index.  All schools in the area were interested in participating, as this was seen as a real need.
There was a great deal of discussion about the cultural implications of health programming in the Jewish community.  A question was asked about whether there had been any research done on barriers to healthy behavior in Jewish communities, but none was known.

Review of SSWG 2006 Objectives
The group reviewed the objectives for 2006 and felt that all were worth keeping for next year. The discussion led to the decision to reinitiate the contest for this fall, with some changes.  It will be promoted by the new CPS PE director and the CLOCC Networkers will also do targeted outreach to schools in the 6 CLOCC community areas.  That way the entire city may participate, but there will be greater outreach to schools where we have the most staff support.  Also, the award is to be changed to up to 10 $100 awards to be used for classroom supplies.
2006 School System Work Group Objectives

1. Develop a method to link parents, teachers and other school staff to existing resources

2. Host school/community area/district meetings to share information about local available health-promoting resources 

3. Create a process to highlight existing innovative school activities in Chicago in order to encourage other teachers and school staff to take action

Updates
IL NET is coordinating Kids Fest on Oct. 12-14 in Pheasant Run, St. Charles.  It is a free event and there are grants for transportation (for schools) available.

Rachel announced that Stakeholders Collaboration is bringing in the LA school district to discuss their Wellness Policy and other programming.  They will present at the next Stakeholders Forum on October 16th from 1-5 at UBS Tower.  If you want to attend, please RSVP through the Stakeholders website: www.stakeholderschicago.org.
Next meeting
The next meeting will be 4-5 pm on December 6 as part of the December Quarterly Meeting at UBS Tower, 1 N Wacker Dr, Chicago. 
The schedule for 2007 meetings and finalization of 2007 Work Group goals will be discussed at the December meeting.
