CLOCC School Systems Working Group Meeting
August 2, 2006
Meeting notes

Attendees
Jane Mentzinger, Co-Chair

Ranjana Das
Jaime Dircksen

Rachel Duncan

Melody Geraci

Blair Harvey

Lara Jones, CLOCC staff
Celia Lozano

Sandy Noel

Tammy Reineking

Liz Wuerffel, CLOCC Staff

Continuing Education Events
The August continuing education events with the Archdiocese were cancelled due to low registration. We will investigate the possibility of participating in a Principals’ conference in January.
The autumn events will take place in the 6 CLOCC community areas in CPS schools. The list of schools will be sent out once it if finalized.
Innovative School Practices Contest
There was 1 entry for the June round.  The group decided to include it in a final round of the contest this fall. The gift card will be changed to Target.
NEIU School Materials Review
Joan gave an update. The Summer class has completed the project and the Fall class will start soon.  The students were very enthusiastic, and were horrified that school faculty and staff weren’t more up-to-date and thoughtful about the materials they used.  Each did 6 interviews at a school in the Chicago area.  The nutrition staff were the most informed. Next were PE teachers who knew the standards but didn’t use them. The school nurses were the worst informed.  They also found that individual teachers are not receiving materials – they must find them on their own.
Students also had to identify 10 viable resources that they either got form schools or found on their own.  They have identified resources she didn’t know about, such as the American Diabetes Association “Get Off the Bus” program.  However, Joan was unable to get funding for an assistant to compile the information due to a change in her faculty status that disqualified her application.  The group discussed using SSWG funds to support this effort, and was supportive.
In fall there will be another 19-24 schools identified and interviewed.  The class will end in mid December.  Students will be given the list of resources identified by the summer class and told they must not duplicate it. All students have been required to join the CLOCC list, so there will be 50 engaged new teachers within the next year.

School Faculty and Staff Survey
Lara handed out the summary of Ann Flaherty’s statewide survey of school faculty and staff.  It showed that a large number recognize that child overweight is a problem in their schools, but far fewer are involved in addressing this problem.  Questions about the data can be addressed to Ann.
CCIS/CLOCC New Project
Jane informed the group that CCIS and CLOCC have received a 3 year grant from the Pepsi Co. Foundation.  They will work in schools to support nutrition and physical activity and in communities with Go! Teams. The goal is a change in knowledge and behaviors.  In year 3 there will be a conference to share the process and results.  The project is designed to be replicable in other cities.
Wellness Policies
Tammy shared that the Archdiocese Policy is nearly complete.  There has been little controversy.

The CPS Wellness Policy was not passed at the July Board Meeting.  Rachel gave an update. A large number of people showed up to communicate issues they had with the policy or with school health. Few had a chance to speak. The Chair was outgoing and had other business to attend to. The policy was tabled to the August Meeting.

Since there was a lot of concern expressed about the policy, Dr Butt said he will review the issues.  However, the policy itself is unlikely to change, and will remain fairly open and vague.  It is the Implementation Guide that will be developed that has room for specifics, and that is where people should direct their efforts.  At the next Board meeting it was recommended that people comment on such issues of where the policy is strong or weak, but to not expect specific changes.
Updates
Rachel and Sandy shared that the Stakeholders’ Collaborative have a grant to develop and pilot a school-based Walk Across Illinois curriculum.  Sandy is writing the curriculum and a coordinator has just been hired.  Schools are still being recruited.
Jaime informed the group that she attended a workshop regarding Alliance for a Healthier Generation’s obesity prevention initiative.  The AHG is partnered with American Heart Association, Nickelodeon, and KaBoom.  The goal is to stop the increase of overweight by 2010 and to see a decline by 2016. They will fund 200 schools in 13 states, by invitation only.  Ultimately they plan to have 30,000 schools participate.  Regional Relationship Managers will coordinate efforts at 40 school each; they will help schools form councils, provide recognition, and do school assessments.  There are 5 schools in Chicago that have been chosen, 2 elementary schools that feed into 3 high schools (1 elementary school declined to participate): Black Academy, Hyde Park Academy, Orozco, Juarez, and North Shore Prep.
The process raises a lot of concerns. New York City refused to participate unless they could choose the schools.  CPS wants to require the Relationship Manager to meet with schools individually.  Currently they will meet with the district 3 times per year.  Participating schools will receive $2000 per year for 4 years.

Sandy told the group that she is putting together a magazine as part of an NIU course. IT will cover the role of nutrition, physical activity and sleep on academic performance.

Next meeting
The next meeting will be 4-5 pm as part of the September Quarterly Meeting on September 12 at UBS Tower Conference Center, 1 N Wacker, Chicago. Please remember to RSVP for the Quarterly Meeting.
Future meetings will be held on the following dates. All meetings during Quarterly Meetings (QM) will be from 4-5 pm and will be at UBS Tower. Alternate meetings will start at 3 pm and take place at the American Lung Association of Metropolitan Chicago (ALAMC) at 1440 W Washington Blvd, Chicago. Additional meetings may be scheduled as needed.
Oct 11 – ALAMC

Dec 6 - QM

