ECWG Meeting Notes

March 17, 2010

Present: Nancy Plaskett, Emily Surico, Ed Boone, Tom Browning, Gina Curry, Lara Jaskiewicz, Brittany Robinson, Alejandra Ros, Jill Zubrod


Review of Draft Working Group Charter:
The group read through a draft of the charter as developed by the co-chairs. The purpose is to clarify the focus of the group including the age-range and who would benefit from participating. The group discussed that possibility that either the 0-2 or 3-5 age range may become dominant. At that point we would discuss creation of a separate working group.

2010 Goals:

Goal 3. Update on child care rule revisions
Emily is acting as a liaison between this group and the city Head Start network. She will also chare other resources as she learns of them. Lara mentioned that CLOCC has received funding to perform evaluation on the implementation of the new regulations. Work is just getting started. She expects that more information on the roll-out of the new regulations will be available soon. 

Goal 2. Process & plan for e-toolkit maintenance and dissemination
This process is ongoing. Lara will send out a blurb for working group members to use when sharing the link with partners.

Goal 1. Process & schedule for early childhood 5-4-3-2-1 Go! workshops
The group discussed the format of the May 19 workshop and their expectations. We want to get the ‘right’ people there to help shape the workshop—people who will give meaningful feedback to ensure it is useful in a variety of early child care settings. The group decided that the pilot run would emphasize an interactive section during which participants would play games and activities. Tom offered to share some food preparation activities he has.

Announcements
Tom attended a meeting in Washington DC regarding the Child Nutrition Act reauthorization. President Obama is supporting an expansion of the Act, including funding for training of child care staff. Contact Tom for more information about this and other federal child nutrition policy news and activities: browningt@actforchildren.org. 

Future Meeting Schedule:
· June 15 – in-person 
· August 4 – conference call
· September 15 – in-person
· November 3 – conference 
· December 15 – in-person call

In-person meetings - all take place from Noon-1pm before each CLOCC Quarterly Meeting at the UBS Tower Conference Center, 1 N. Wacker Dr., Chicago

Conference calls - all take place from 9:30-11:00am



