ECWG Conference Call Notes

February 3, 2010

Present: Nancy Plaskett, Emily Surico, Ed Boone, Jill Zubrod, Lara Jaskiewicz, Tom Browning, Colleen Fogel, Alejandra Ros, Fidel Ventura, Olga Ochoa, Mary Elsner, Bindi Desai-Lessing


2010 Goals:
Goal 3. Update on child care rule revisions
Lara gave an update from CDPH on the status of implementation of the new rules for licensed providers. The rules will have restrictions on sweetened beverages and juices, standards for physical activity, and restrictions on screen time. These changes are supported through the scientific literature and are best practices. As CDPH and the Department of Family and Support Services determine the dissemination and education process, we will have more opportunities to promote them.

Goal 2. Process & plan for e-toolkit maintenance and dissemination
We talked about the process for keeping the e-toolkit updated, disseminating information about it, getting feedback about it, and disseminating copies of the brochure.

The group agreed to do the following to disseminate the e-toolkit:
· Lara will get baseline website visit data
· Lara will include a reminder in emails to the group regarding how to add or update toolkit info
· The co-chairs will develop a blurb that members can use to share information about the e-toolkit with partners
· Members will approach other networks about their willingness to share information about the e-toolkit through newsletters and or a link on their website-after receiving the blurb from the co-chairs
· During our meetings members will share anything they heard about the e-toolkit, comments, and recommendations. We want to document feedback and reach out to partners to get it as well
· The e-toolkit will eventually expand its audience to parents as well

Current and future dissemination:
· Tom reported that he has already sent out the link to the e-toolkit through his email list, and ahs shared the information with partner organizations that have their own networks. The link is also on the Action for Children website.
· Nancy reported that she will add the info to their monthly newsletter.
· Chicago Metro AEYC has a new newsletter, Colleen will check to see if she can add the link in a future issue
· Emily will check to see if the Department of Family and Support Services will send out the link to Head Start providers and put on it on their website as a resource

The ECWG brochure is now on the CLOCC website as part of the e-toolkit.  Dissemination will include providing hard copies to home-based providers in partnership with Illinois Action for Children. We expect centers will be able to download and print copies as needed.


Goal 1. Process & schedule for early childhood 5-4-3-2-1 Go! workshops
The goal is to develop an early childhood version of 5-4-3-2-1 Go! train-the-trainer workshop. The working group will advise Jill, the CLOCC Health Educator, on structure, information, and useful activities to include.

Process and timeline:
· At the March QM Jill will share the current workshop structure for feedback on changes and additions
· In May we will hold a trial workshop at the Chicago Children’s Museum to get input from early learning professionals. Working Group members will be asked to get the appropriate partners to participate and give input on changes to ensure its relevance. Co-chairs will provide members information on the types of professionals needed for the 
· The workshop will be fine-tuned workshop for broader dissemination based on the feedback provided 
· Workshop locations and schedule will be developed


Announcements
Chicago Metro AEYC is looking for centers in the Cicero area looking to incorporate a garden. They have funding and need centers that are willing to participate.

Chicago Children’s Museum holds a free family night every Thursday night from 5-8 pm. They have funding to help with transportation for low-income families if an organization has several families that would like to participate. February is a celebration of Black History Month. The last Thursday of each month has a health theme.

El Valor is holding a professional development workshop on April 24th for home-based providers. Many tracks will also be in Spanish. Is continuing education and will include a dinner that evening. Also, El Valor hosts a series of one-day conferences for providers and teachers to get training hours, The one scheduled on Feb 20 is focused on safety and developmental screens. In July IL NET will train on the Got Dirt early childhood gardening and nutrition curriculum. Each session is open to about 90 people.


Future Meeting Schedule:
· March 17 – in-person
· May 5 – conference call
· June 15 – in-person 
· August 4 – conference call
· September 15 – in-person
· November 3 – conference 
· December 15 – in-person call

In-person meetings - all take place from Noon-1pm before each CLOCC Quarterly Meeting at the UBS Tower Conference Center, 1 N. Wacker Dr., Chicago

Conference calls - all take place from 9:30-11:00am



