CLOCC Early Childhood Working Group Meeting
March 11, 2009
Meeting Notes

Present: Emily Luedde (co-chair), Tom Browning, Kathleen Cleary, Gina Curry, Lara Jaskiewicz (CLOCC staff), Carlos Perez (CLOCC Staff), Sabina Sangoleye, Jessica Tjaden
Potential Seed Grant Focus
CLOCC would like to develop a focused call for Seed Grant applications and is asking the Working Groups for ideas of what would be valuable. The group identified the following ideas:
· Evaluating curricula for early childhood family/home-based providers; e.g. Operation Frontline’s curriculum for Spanish language providers

· Development/testing of physical activities family providers can do in poor weather, including a curriculum that could be tied into 5-4-3-2-1 Go! similar to Choosy Kids

· Changing family nutrition and physical activity behaviors through the early childhood setting, either center or home-based

· The ability of early childhood providers to influence pregnant women’s nutrition behavior, especially teen moms

· Program development/evaluation for children with disabilities in the early childhood setting
2009 ECWG Goals
Emily gave history of the working group’s progress to date. Since last year’s goal of developing a toolkit became too big, we developed more defined goals for 2009. We reviewed the draft Work Plan. 

We started by looking at the first goal of identifying healthy items on the USDA Approved food List. The firs thing that needs to happen is to decide on healthy criteria. Then we need to decide on what areas of the food list to focus on first, since it is so large. The group talked about developing or adopting guidelines instead of identifying individual foods. This would be more flexible, given the wide range of items and formats of foods. We talked about Hip Hip to Health and the need to involve a nutritionist in the effort.
Next we talked about healthy meal plans. The interest is high for low-cost recipes that meet USDA Food Program requirements.

DECISIONS

Lara will ask Linda Van Horn about the availability of early childhood nutrition guidelines
Next meeting: April 15, 2009, 9:30-11:30 am by conference call: (847) 944-7393, Passcode: 8388800#
