ECWG Conference Call Notes
April 15, 2009

Present: Emily Luedde (co-chair), Tom Browning, Colleen Fogel, Myrtis Sullivan, Contessa Green, Claudia Olayo, Lara Jaskiewicz, Sabina Sangoleye
Review of March notes 

Lara gave some background on the Seed Grant program and the reason for the request for topics for a focused call. The topics that were identified were driven by the need for support for family-based providers.

2009 Early Childhood Working Group (ECWG) Goals

The goals were developed to be in line with CLOCC’s goals. Emily briefly reviewed them.

Goal 1 next steps. Do we use existing recommendations instead of creating our own, and what final products that we want to have?
Criteria—ISBE has criteria for Child and Adult Care Program nutrition guidelines. Members were unfamiliar with the recommendations. Colleen mentioned that the Illinois Nutrition Education and Training Program (IL NET) has some programs and resources (Color Me Healthy, Color My Meals Healthy, and Kaleidoscope Café). The website is www.kidseatwell.org. 
Goal 2 next steps: the IL NET programming may also meet this goal.

Goal 3 next steps: the summer intern will do the bulk of the investigation. However, any members that know of resources can forward them to Lara at lmjones@childrensmemorial.org. 
Goal 4 next steps: Tom gave some recommendations for adapting the 5-4-3-2-1 Go! workshops for an early childhood provider audience. In particular, providing information for pregnant moms, breastfeeding support, infants, and toddlers. Sabina will attend the May workshop and will give Lara feedback.  Myrtis mentioned that IDHS has an early childhood network that has very active parent participation that provides a lot of training (ALK Network).

At the next meeting the group will review the current workshop PPT presentation for ways to adapt the workshop for an early childhood provider audience. Tom suggested having a recorder at the next workshop to write up suggestions and ideas to share later. Lara mentioned that a network is being planned for people that have been through the training to share ideas and resources.

Goal 5 next steps: the intern will do the legwork on this goal as well. Please send any information you have on potential curricula to Lara.

DECISIONS

Tom will look into the IL NET programming and report back at the June meeting. If their work meets our needs for Goals 1 & 2, then we can promote it instead of creating our own.
Announcements
El Valor is holding a conference for Spanish-speaking licensed exempt home-based providers. It will be held on May 1-2. Contact Emily at El Valor for more information.
Chicago Metro AEYC is hosting an Infant-Toddler conference on May 30th at Whitney Young High School. It will be a full-day conference with over 50 sessions and the option to choose an age-based academy. For more information or to register, go to www.chicagometroaeyc.org. 

Next meeting: will take place from 4-5 pm on June 1 as part of the CLOCC Quarterly Meeting, UBS Tower, 1 N Wacker Dr, Chicago. We will review the 5-4-3-2-1 Go! presentation from the view of training providers focused on ages 0-5.
