Data Surveillance Work Group
September 13, 2005

Meeting Notes

Present:

Danny Block, co-chair

Maryann Mason, co-chair

Girma Woldemichael

Margarita Reina

Lara Jones

Patty Meleedy-Rey

After introductions Maryann gave a history of the Data Surveillance Work Group and the projects it has undertaken.  Past projects have included the 2003 CPS child overweight data collection, the development of the SB2940 language, 2004 data collection at Dia del Niño, and not the pilot projects related to SB2940.  She pointed out that participation in the group has tended to change based on the group’s activities, fluctuating between government and community program people.

2940 Update

The pilots are focusing on two possible methods: 1) the physician office completes and faxes in a scannable form; 2) the ISBE system is adapted to collect school level data and the school nurse calculates the BMI percentile for the school.  Four school districts have been chosen for the pilots.  They were picked in consultation with the Illinois Association of School Nurses to represent districts with differing levels of nursing coverage. The four districts are Rockford, Naperville, Chicago, and Decatur.  Maryann has been in touch with the school nurses from each district.  Margarita mentioned that Arlington Heights and Champaign would be good districts for more advanced coverage.
IDPH has stated that the data is not restricted by HIPAA protections because it is being collected for public health purposes.  The next step is to run the pilot data collection, check the data, and interview staff about how the process went.  IDPH has $70,000 to contribute to the process. The rest of the cost will be provided as in-kind staff support.
Annual Program Survey

Lara gave an update on the survey process for this year.  Along with the website redesign CLOC has had the opportunity to develop an online version of the program survey.  It has been substantially revamped and is near completion.  Results will be provided in printed copies, but there will also be a searchable online database on the redesigned CLOCC website.

Other Updates

Maryann and Patty will be examining part of the WIC dataset.  The data is a subset of the Cornerstone database.  Cornerstone is a database designed to hold all of the state early childhood and MCH clinic data.  Margarita is investigating ways to combine the Cornerstone database with other databases so that more complex analyses can be run.

New Business – Data Clearinghouse Project

Since part of CLOCC’s role is to link projects related to child overweight, Danny is suggesting the development of a data product clearinghouse. There could be 2 clearinghouses.  One would provide information on research projects so that researchers could connect with each other.  The other would provide links to the reports, maps, fact sheets, etc. that are the products of research projects.
The goal of the current research list would be to build community between researchers and to facilitate connections.  Danny will discuss this idea with the Research Support Work Group co-chairs.  The goal of the data products clearinghouse would be to improve access to data sources and products.   It could be used by researchers and organizations to plan and to apply for funding.  After some discussion, the group agreed that the project would have to include only products, and not raw data.  Lara mentioned that the website redesign will allow a searchable format of data products, and of research abstracts.  She will discuss this with the website design staff.

