CLOCC Data Surveillance Working Group Meeting

January 26, 2005
Meeting notes

Attendees

Cynthia Williams, Sinai Urban Health Institute, co-chair

Maryann Mason, CLOCC, co-chair

Girma Woldemichael, Chicago Department of Public Health
Linsey Turner, University of Illinois at Chicago
Michael Sciortino, Glenview Health Systems
Norma Wilson, NWilson & Associates

Amy Luke, Loyola University

Regina Harders, Loyola University
Lara Jones, CLOCC staff

Following introductions the group reviewed the minutes from the last meeting. There were no questions.
Briefings and Discussion

SB2940 current status and next steps – Maryann and Cynthia reviewed the process leading up to passing of SB2940. Currently there is an effort, as part of the CLOCC Consensus Agenda (see www.clocc.net for the document), to draft legislation that would appropriate funds  to support (among other initiatives) pilot projects in different settings (urban, suburban, rural) around the state on the best methods for extracting child health data from the Certification of Child Health Examination  form. 

Next steps include supporting the appropriation legislative  process, and setting up a subgroup to create a proposal for structuring pilots. The pilot will need to take into account existing  school processes and resources as well as be cost-effective. The goal is to figure out how to simplify the data collection and extraction process as much as possible while maximizing the quality and utility of data. In addition, the process should allow for expansion of data analysis to other health issues, such as asthma, for the state.

The group discussed some of the issues that the subgroup will have to address, including:

· Schools currently collect the data required by SB2940, but only to use with individual students, not as a data tool. So, we don’t know how it is currently stored and used, or how difficult data extraction will be.

· Options for Chicago pilot project(s) should take into account CLOCC’s 6 target community areas. They could also tie in with the Stakeholders’ Collaborative Demonstration Project schools. This project is about increasing services in schools and systems change. One of the measures of the project is to track days missed from school.
· The pilot will be a feasibility/implementation study. It will not focus on the data being collected form the forms.

· Currently forms are only collected for grades K, 1, 5, and 9.
· A scannable form should make data extraction and aggregation easier. However, it will require passing through the state approval process and training for clinicians.

· Extracting data from the files is very labor intensive. There will need to be funding rfor a system set-up to make this less of a burden for schools.

· SB2940 requires the schools to report the data to the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) which then must report aggregated data to the public. The minimum geographic level of aggregation would likely be the school, with the lowest level being a grade within a school.
· The goal of the pilot is to test variations of how to extract and report the data. Schools should be part of the planning process.

· The pilot should look at the possibility of piggy backing onto the vaccination reporting process.

· Another goal is to keep in mind how the entire process can be made easier.

· In the creation of a scannable form, clinician input is necessary.

· Different options for data entry should also be examined. Scannable forms can be created in a number of ways, some of which scan in the written information in a box, which is then entered by a data entry person.

· This is really about creating a child health database, not just child overweight surveillance.

Maryann and Cynthia will put out a call to the listserv for people to serve on the subgroup.

CDC Working Group on Obesity Surveillance and Screening – Maryann reported that this group will provide technical assistance and link us to other state projects so that our pilot proposal drafting may benefit from what has already been done. However, the group has been focused on screening of individual children, which CLOCC has not supported. Our concern is that it is not appropriate to identify individual children when there are no resources to which to refer them.. Maryann will invite them to be a part of the SB2940 subgroup.
CLOCC focus on 6 Chicago Community Areas – The 6 Community Areas are: Englewood, Humboldt Park, Lower West Side, Rogers Park, West Garfield Park, and West Town. The Work Group has been asked to help identify community level variables to track, and to identify and evaluate existing datasets. This effort will also need to tie in with the evaluation of the Chicago Kids Go public education campaign. 
Maryann and Cynthia will put out a call to the listserv for volunteers to serve of a subcommittee. This group will be expected to meet and report back before the March 3 Quarterly Meeting.
Setting Year 3 Goals – The group agreed that the two projects discussed above were appropriate. The goals will be to:
1. Develop SB2940 pilot project proposals
2. Identify and evaluate community-level variables and databases to track for evaluating efforts in the 6 target community areas.

Updates from Working Group Members
Amy Luke – Is submitting a proposal to NIH to examine contributors to obesity among Mexicans in three types of settings:  rural Mexico, urban Mexico and urban US.  The project has a secondary aim of validating accelerometers again the doubly labeled water method for measuring energy expenditure.
Maryann mentioned that she is finishing up an article for the Journal of School Health regarding the CPS/Archdiocese data collection. In addition, she has received funding from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to examine the influence of safety and the built environment on child physical activity. The grant starts June 1st.

Lindsey talked about where she is in her CLOCC seed grant, looking at daycare agencies and child obesity. She has started interviews with daycare agencies and parents. According to preliminary results of data extracted from the forms of 1500 children, it looks like rates of overweight and obesity mirror earlier CLOCC results with rates 2-3 times higher than the national average.

Girma discussed his job responsibility with survivor analysis and vital records analysis, violence and health disparities. He will be generating reports on these issues and will be able to help identify relevant data by community area. He also has experience gathering and analyzing anthropomorphic data.
Michael mentioned that Biomeasure had measured the BMIs of >5000 children and adults at the Mayor’s Sports Fest. They did not collect the data for analysis. Maryann stated that the Center for Obesity Management and Prevention at Children’s did a validation study of the Biomeasure system at Namaste Charter School. They found that the system is appropriate for community screening and plan to publish the results.

Other Business
Maryann mentioned that she would like to bring the Annual Report community program survey tool to the group for input. It will be on next month’s agenda.

Next Meeting
The group agreed to meet on the 4th Tuesday of the month between Quarterly Meetings. The meeting schedule for the rest of the year would then be:

Feb 22, 9 am

Mar 3, QM 1-5 pm

Apr 26, 9 am

May 24, 9 am

June 7, QM 1-5 pm

Jul 26, 9 am

Aug 23, 9 am

Sept 14, QM 1-5 pm

Oct 25, 9 am

Nov 22, 9 am

Dec 1, QM – this date is expected to change
